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Sunday of the Fifth Week of Lent
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Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and
listen to the Holy Gospel. A
reading from the Gospel
according to our teacher Saint
Matthew the Evangelist. May His
Blessings be with us all. From the
Psalms of our teacher David the
prophet. May his blessings be
with us all.

Psalms 101:1,2,12

Hear my prayer, O LORD, And let
my cry come to You. Do not hide
Your face from me in the day of
my trouble; Incline Your ear to
me; In the day that | call, answer
me speedily. But You, O LORD,
shall endure forever, And the
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Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Our Lord God,
Savior, and King of us all, Jesus
Christ, the Living Son of God to
whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 21:33-46

"Hear another parable: There was
a certain landowner who planted
a vineyard and set a hedge
around it, dug a winepress in it
and built a tower. And he leased it
to vinedressers and went into a
far country. Now when vintage-
time drew near, he sent his
servants to the vinedressers, that
they might receive its fruit. And
the vinedressers took his
servants, beat one, killed one,
and stoned another. Again he
sent other servants, more than
the first, and they did likewise to
them. Then last of all he sent his
son to them, saying, They will
respect my son. But when the
vinedressers saw the son, they
said among themselves, This is
the heir. Come, let us kill him and
seize his inheritance. So they
took him and cast him out of the
vineyard and killed him.
"Therefore, when the owner of
the vineyard comes, what will he
do to those vinedressers?" They
said to Him, "He will destroy
those wicked men miserably, and
lease his vineyard to other
vinedressers who will render to
him the fruits in their seasons.”
Jesus said to them, "Have you
never read in the Scriptures: The
stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the LORDs
doing, And it is marvelous in our
eyes? "Therefore | say to you, the
kingdom of God will be taken
from you and given to a nation
bearing the fruits of it. And
whoever falls on this stone will
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Now when the chief priests and
Pharisees heard His parables,
they perceived that He was
speaking of them. But when they
sought to lay hands on Him, they
feared the multitudes, because
they took Him for a prophet.

And Glory be to God forever
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Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord
Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle, appointed to the Gospel
of God. A reading from the
Second Epistle of our teacher
Paul to the Thessalonians. May
his blessings be upon us. Amen

2 Thessalonians 2:1-17

Now, brethren, concerning the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
and our gathering together to
Him, we ask you, not to be soon
shaken in mind or troubled, either
by spirit or by word or by letter,
as if from us, as though the day
of Christ had come. Let no one
deceive you by any means; for
that Day will not come unless the
falling away comes first, and the
man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition, who opposes and
exalts himself above all that is
called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the
temple of God, showing himself
that he is God. Do you not
remember that when | was still
with you | told you these things?
And now you know what is
restraining, that he may be
revealed in his own time. For the
mystery of lawlessness is already
at work; only He who now
restrains will do so until He is
taken out of the way. And then
the lawless one will be revealed,
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destroy with the brightness of His
coming. The coming of the
lawless one is according to the
working of Satan, with all power,
signs, and lying wonders, and
with all unrighteous deception
among those who perish,
because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might
be saved. And for this reason
God will send them strong
delusion, that they should believe
the lie, that they all may be
condemned who did not believe
the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness. But we are
bound to give thanks to God
always for you, brethren beloved
by the Lord, because God from
the beginning chose you for
salvation through sanctification
by the Spirit and belief in the
truth, to which He called you by
our gospel, for the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand
fast and hold the traditions which
you were taught, whether by
word or our epistle. Now may our
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and
our God and Father, who has
loved us and given us everlasting
consolation and good hope by
grace, comfort your hearts and
establish you in every good word
and work.

The grace of God the Father be
with you all. Amen.
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Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the
Second Epistle of St. Peter. May
his blessing be upon us. Amen

2 Peter 3:1-18
Beloved, | now write to you this
second epistle (in both of which |
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mindful of the words which were
spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the
apostles of the Lord and Savior,
knowing this first: that scoffers
will come in the Ilast days,
walking according to their own
lusts, and saying, "Where is the
promise of His coming? For since
the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the
beginning of creation."” For this
they willfully forget: that by the
word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water, by which
the world that then existed
perished, being flooded with
water. But the heavens and the
earth which are now preserved by
the same word, are reserved for
fire until the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men. But,
beloved, do not forget this one
thing, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The
Lord is not slack concerning His
promise, as some  count
slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any
should perish but that all should
come to repentance. But the day
of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise,
and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be
burned up. Therefore, since all
these things will be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and
godliness, looking for and
hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the
heavens will be dissolved, being
on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat? Nevertheless
we, according to His promise,
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dwells. Therefore, beloved,
looking forward to these things,
be diligent to be found by Him in
peace, without spot and
blameless; and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation as also our beloved
brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given to him, has written
to you, as also in all his epistles,
speaking in them of these things,
in which are some things hard to
understand, which untaught and
unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the
rest of the Scriptures. You
therefore, beloved, since you
know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own
steadfastness, being led away
with the error of the wicked; but
grow in the grace and knowledge
of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. To Him be the glory both
now and forever. Amen.

Do not love the world or the
things in the world. The world
passes away, and its desires; but
he who does the will of God
abides forever. Amen.
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Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the
apostles, may their blessings be
with us.

Acts of the Apostles 26:19-27:8

"Therefore, King Agrippa, | was
not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, but declared first to those
in Damascus and in Jerusalem,
and throughout all the region of
Judea, and then to the Gentiles,
that they should repent, turn to
God, and do works befitting
repentance. For these reasons
the Jews seized me in the temple

S )

S el Ll Jlasi e Juaad
P@-“‘SJ%U"‘&\CJJS‘MO:‘SM‘

Ol Ura (oSS
8 :27 19 126 £}

e-‘ w‘-.af'\ AL g & Gan V4
R sMJLAuJD LUJ.U ‘.A.:L'u uS\
Ay By b Gl Y3 SOl
“\-'JJG-JD 5198 maad o Pa‘;“JJ\
A»D ui‘ ) 522525 Uuu u‘ ‘eAYD Al
YA MJJD.: @ YLAQ\ u.\.hl.c
JS-%JD b dsdl u-‘s'““‘ &l Jal
u.k‘-u&aadlﬁ\'\’ uidﬁuﬁ\ﬁﬂj
el 1B ) A G Ligra
dﬁ\ N UU JA-\SSDJ JM-“ \..\M.u



http://eepurl.com/gWevZD
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=97e56f39e975c74ca1cb1a3cb&id=1f233cbf14
https://us5.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=97e56f39e975c74ca1cb1a3cb&id=1f233cbf14
javascript:;

Subscribe

Past Issues

to this day | stand, witnessing
both to small and great, saying
no other things than those which
the prophets and Moses said
would come that the Christ would
suffer, that He would be the first
to rise from the dead, and would
proclaim light to the Jewish
people and to the Gentiles." Now
as he thus made his defense,
Festus said with a loud voice,
"Paul, you are beside yourself!
Much learning is driving you
mad!" But he said, "l am not mad,
most noble Festus, but speak the
words of truth and reason. For
the king, before whom | also
speak freely, knows these things;
for | am convinced that none of
these things escapes his
attention, since this thing was not
done in a corner. King Agrippa,
do you believe the prophets? |
know that you do believe.” Then
Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost
persuade me to become a
Christian.” And Paul said, "I
would to God that not only you,
but also all who hear me today,
might become both almost and
altogether such as | am, except
for these chains.” When he had
said these things, the king stood
up, as well as the governor and
Bernice and those who sat with
them; and when they had gone
aside, they talked among
themselves, saying, "This man is
doing nothing deserving of death
or chains." Then Agrippa said to
Festus, "This man might have
been set free if he had not
appealed to Caesar." And when it
was decided that we should sail
to Italy, they delivered Paul and
some other prisoners to one
named Julius, a centurion of the
Augustan Regiment. So, entering
a ship of Adramyttium, we put to
sea, meaning to sail along the
coasts of Asia. Aristarchus, a
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landed at Sidon. And Julius
treated Paul kindly and gave him
liberty to go to his friends and
receive care. When we had put to
sea from there, we sailed under
the shelter of Cyprus, because
the winds were contrary. And
when we had sailed over the sea
which is off Cilicia and
Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a
city of Lycia. There the centurion
found an Alexandrian ship sailing
to Italy, and he put us on board.
When we had sailed slowly many
days, and arrived with difficulty
off Cnidus, the wind not
permitting us to proceed, we
sailed under the shelter of Crete
off Salmone. Passing it with
difficulty, we came to a place
called Fair Havens, near the city
of Lasea.

The word of the Lord shall grow,
multiply, be mighty, and be
confirmed, in the holy Church of
God. Amen.
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Synaxarium

The Third Day of the Blessed
Coptic Month of Parmoute, may
God make it always received,
year after year, with reassurance
and tranquility, while our sins are
forgiven by the tender mercies of
our God my fathers and brothers,
Amen.

Departure of Saint John the
Bishop of Jerusalem

On this day Anba John, Bishop of
Jerusalem, departed. He was
born to Jewish parents, who kept
the Law of the Torah. They
instructed and taught him well
and he excelled in the Law of
Moses. He argued and disputed
with the Christians until he
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was the true God. He believed on
the hand of St. Justus, Bishop of
Jerusalem, who baptized and
ordained him a deacon. Because
of his knowledge, and virtues
they chose him a bishop of
Jerusalem after the departure of
St.  Justus. When Andrianus
reigned, he commanded to
rebuild the ruined parts of the
city, he built a tower on the
western gate (The gate of the
Jewish temple) and he hanged an
engraved tablet with his name on
the door of that gate. He
prevented the Christians from
praying at the Golgotha and even
passing through it. The Jews and
the Gentiles became powerful
and troubled the Christians
much. Because of that many
tribulations and sorrows befell
this father, so he asked God that
He might receive him. His
supplication was accepted and
he departed in peace after he
stayed on the Episcopal Chair for
two years.

May his prayers be with us.
Amen.

Departure of Pope Michael V
(1145-1146) the 71st Patriarch of
Alexandria and the See of Saint
Mark

On this day also of the year 862
A.M. (March 29th. 1146 A.D.) the
holy father Pope Michael, the
seventy first Patriarch of the See
of St. Mark, departed. He longed
to the pure life since his young
age so he became a monk in the
monastery of St. Macarius. He
lived in the desert until he was an
old man, in a good pleasing life to
God. When Pope Gabriel (70)
departed, the bishops, the priests
and the lay leaders spent three
month searching for who was
best suited to succeed him. A
monk from the monastery of St.
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nominating himself supported in
that by Anba Yacoub, bishop of
Lekanah, Anba Christodolus,
bishop of Fowa, and Anba
Michael, bishop of Tanta.
Nevertheless, the bishops of
Upper Egypt, the priests of
Alexandria and the lay leaders of
Cairo did not accept that choice.
Finally they all agreed to choose
three of the monks and those
were: Yoannis Abu El-Fatah,
Michael of St Macarius
monastery, and Soliman EI-
Dekhiary of El-Baramous
monastery. They cast a lot among
them, and the lot fell on the monk
Michael, and they ordained him a
Patriarch on the 5th of Mesra, 861
A.M. (July 29th, year 1145 A.D.).
He was an honorable old man
loving for the poor and the needy.
He took for himself a scribe to
write his sermons and teachings
that he sent to the bishops and
priests. When he fell sick, he
went to the monastery of St.
Macarius, where he departed in
peace, after he stayed on the
Chair for eight month.

May His prayers be with us and
Glory be to our God forever.
Amen.
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Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and
listen to the Holy Gospel. A
reading from the Gospel
according to our teacher Saint
John the Evangelist. May His
Blessings be with us all. From the
Psalms of our teacher David the
prophet. May his blessings be
with us all.

Psalms 32:5,6
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goodness of the LORD. By the
word of the LORD the heavens
were made, And all the host of
them by the breath of His mouth.

Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Our Lord God,
Savior, and King of us all, Jesus
Christ, the Living Son of God to
whom be glory forever. Amen.

John 5:1-18

After this there was a feast of the
Jews, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. Now there is in
Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a
pool, which is called in Hebrew,
Bethesda, having five porches. In
these lay a great multitude of sick
people, blind, lame, paralyzed,
waiting for the moving of the
water. For an angel went down at
a certain time into the pool and
stirred up the water; then
whoever stepped in first, after the
stirring of the water, was made
well of whatever disease he had.
Now a certain man was there who
had an infirmity thirty-eight years.
When Jesus saw him lying there,
and knew that he already had
been in that condition a long
time, He said to him, "Do you
want to be made well?" The sick
man answered Him, "Sir, | have
no man to put me into the pool
when the water is stirred up; but
while | am coming, another steps
down before me." Jesus said to
him, "Rise, take up your bed and
walk.” And immediately the man
was made well, took up his bed,
and walked. And that day was the
Sabbath. The Jews therefore said
to him who was cured, "It is the
Sabbath; it is not lawful for you to
carry your bed." He answered
them, "He who made me well said
to me, Take up your bed and
walk." Then they asked him,
"Who is the Man who said to you,
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know who it was, for Jesus had
withdrawn, a multitude being in
that place. Afterward Jesus found
him in the temple, and said to
him, "See, you have been made
well. Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come upon you." The man
departed and told the Jews that it
was Jesus who had made him
well. For this reason the Jews
persecuted Jesus, and sought to
kill Him, because He had done
these things on the Sabbath. But
Jesus answered them, "My
Father has been working until
now, and | have been working."
Therefore the Jews sought all the
more to kill Him, because He not
only broke the Sabbath, but also
said that God was His Father,
making Himself equal with God.

And Glory be to God forever
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