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Second Sunday of Lent
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Matins Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and listen
to the Holy Gospel. A reading from
the Gospel according to our teacher
Saint Luke the Evangelist. May His
Blessings be with us all. From the
Psalms of our teacher David the
prophet. May his blessings be with
us all.

Psalms 56:1

Be merciful to me, O God, be
merciful to me! For my soul trusts in
You; And in the shadow of Your
wings | will make my refuge, Until
these calamities have passed by.

Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Our Lord God,
Savior, and King of us all, Jesus
Christ, the Living Son of God to
whom be glory forever. Amen.
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Then Jesus, being filled with the
Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan
and was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness, being tempted for forty
days by the devil. And in those days
He ate nothing, and afterward, when
they had ended, He was hungry.
And the devil said to Him, "If You
are the Son of God, command this
stone to become bread." But Jesus
answered him, saying, "It is written,
Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word of God." Then the
devil, taking Him up on a high
mountain, showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment
of time. And the devil said to Him,
"All this authority | will give You, and
their glory; for this has been
delivered to me, and | give it to
whomever | wish. Therefore, if You
will worship before me, all will be
Yours." And Jesus answered and
said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan!
For it is written, You shall worship
the LORD your God, and Him only
you shall serve." Then he brought
Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the
pinnacle of the temple, and said to
Him, "If You are the Son of God,
throw Yourself down from here. For
it is written: He shall give His angels
charge over you, To keep you, and,
In their hands they shall bear you
up, Lest you dash your foot against
a stone." And Jesus answered and
said to him, "It has been said, You
shall not tempt the LORD your
God." Now when the devil had
ended every temptation, he
departed from Him until an
opportune time.

And Glory be to God forever
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Pauline Epistle

Paul, the servant of our Lord
Jesus Christ, called to be an

od s
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Epistle of our teacher Paul to the
Romans. May his blessings be
upon us. Amen

Romans 14:19-15:7

Therefore let us pursue the
things which make for peace and
the things by which one may
edify another. Do not destroy the
work of God for the sake of food.
All things indeed are pure, but it
is evil for the man who eats with
offense. It is good neither to eat
meat nor drink wine nor do
anything by which your brother
stumbles or is offended or is
made weak. Do you have faith?
Have it to yourself before God.
Happy is he who does not
condemn himself in what he
approves. But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because
he does not eat from faith; for
whatever is not from faith is sin.
We then who are strong ought to
bear with the scruples of the
weak, and not to please
ourselves. Let each of us please
his neighbor for his good, leading
to edification. For even Christ did
not please Himself; but as it is
written, "The reproaches of those
who reproached You fell on Me."
For whatever things were written
before were written for our
learning, that we through the
patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope. Now
may the God of patience and
comfort grant you to be like-
minded toward one another,
according to Christ Jesus, that
you may with one mind and one
mouth glorify the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore receive one another,
just as Christ also received us, to
the glory of God.

The grace of God the Father be
with you all. Amen.
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Catholic Epistle

A Reading from the Epistle of St.
James. May his blessing be upon
us. Amen

James 2:1-13

My brethren, do not hold the faith
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord of glory, with partiality. For if
there should come into your
assembly a man with gold rings,
in fine apparel, and there should
also come in a poor man in filthy
clothes, and you pay attention to
the one wearing the fine clothes
and say to him, "You sit here in a
good place,” and say to the poor
man, "You stand there,”" or, "Sit
here at my footstool,” have you
not shown partiality among
yourselves, and become judges
with evil thoughts? Listen, my
beloved brethren: Has God not
chosen the poor of this world to
be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom which He promised to
those who love Him? But you
have dishonored the poor man.
Do not the rich oppress you and
drag you into the courts? Do they
not blaspheme that noble name
by which you are called? If you
really fulfill the royal Ilaw
according to the Scripture, "You
shall love your neighbor as
yourself," you do well; but if you
show partiality, you commit sin,
and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. For whoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet
stumble in one point, he is guilty
of all. For He who said, "Do not
commit adultery,” also said, "Do
not murder." Now if you do not
commit adultery, but you do
murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law. So speak
and so do as those who will be
judged by the law of liberty. For
judgment is without mercy to the
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Do not love the world or the
things in the world. The world
passes away, and its desires; but
he who does the will of God
abides forever. Amen.
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Acts of the Apostles

The Acts of our fathers the
apostles, may their blessings be
with us.

Acts of the Apostles 23:1-11

Then Paul, looking earnestly at
the council, said, "Men and
brethren, | have lived in all good
conscience before God until this
day.” And the high priest Ananias
commanded those who stood by
him to strike him on the mouth.
Then Paul said to him, "God will
strike you, you whitewashed wall!
For you sit to judge me according
to the law, and do you command
me to be struck contrary to the
law?" And those who stood by
said, "Do you revile Gods high
priest?” Then Paul said, "l did not
know, brethren, that he was the
high priest; for it is written, You
shall not speak evil of a ruler of
your people." But when Paul
perceived that one part were
Sadducees and the other
Pharisees, he cried out in the
council, "Men and brethren, | am
a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee;
concerning the hope and
resurrection of the dead | am
being judged!" And when he had
said this, a dissension arose
between the Pharisees and the
Sadducees; and the assembly
was divided. For Sadducees say
that there is no resurrection and
no angel or spirit; but the
Pharisees confess both. Then
there arose a loud outcry. And
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find no evil in this man; but if a
spirit or an angel has spoken to
him, let us not fight against God."
Now when there arose a great
dissension, the commander,
fearing lest Paul might be pulled
to pieces by them, commanded
the soldiers to go down and take
him by force from among them,
and bring him into the barracks.
But the following night the Lord
stood by him and said, "Be of
good cheer, Paul; for as you have
testified for Me in Jerusalem, so
you must also bear witness at
Rome."

The word of the Lord shall grow,
multiply, be mighty, and be
confirmed, in the holy Church of
God. Amen.
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Synaxarium

The Twelvth Day of the Blessed
Coptic Month of Paremhotep,
may God make it always
received, year after year, with
reassurance and tranquility, while
our sins are forgiven by the
tender mercies of our God my
fathers and brothers, Amen.

Commemoration of Archangel
Michael the Intercessor of the
Human Race

On this day the church celebrates
the commemoration of the head
of the heavenly hosts the
honorable Angel Michael, the
intercessor for the human race.
May His intercession be for us.
Amen.

Martyrdom of Saint Malachias of
Palestine

On this day also the righteous St.
Malachias was martyred in the
land of Palestine. May his prayers
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Martyrdom of Saint Glathinos

On this day the church also
celebrates the commemoration of
the martyrdom of St. Glathinos
(Glazinos) who was in the early
part of the reign of the Emperor
Constantine the great. This Saint
was from the city of Marmeen,
near Damascus. He was acting
with a group of people who were
from the city of Heleopolis,
Lebanon, and dedicated
themselves to worship idols. One
day they gathered in the theater,
and the actors poured cold water
in a large brass basin, and
started mocking those who go to
the holy Christian baptism. They
dipped one of those actors in the
water, to act his baptism, when
he came out of the water they put
on him white cloth. This actor
after he had come out of the
water, refused to go on acting,
and made it known that he
preferred to die Christian on the
Name of the Lord Christ, and he
added to that saying: 'While you
were mocking during my renewal
with the Holy Baptism, | have
witnessed a wondrous miracle.’
Those who were present became
offended, and extremely furious
for they were pagans. They
seized the Saint, stoned him, and
St. Glathinos delivered up his
soul and received the crown of
martyrdom, and was counted
among the holy martyrs. His
family and many of the Christians
came, took his body, and buried
him in the city where they built a
church after his name.

May his blessings be with us and
Glory be to God forever. Amen.

Commemoration of revealing
virginity of Pope Demetrius |
(189-232) the 12th Patriarch of
Alexandria and the See of Saint
Mark
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the revealing of the virginity of St.
Demetrius the Twelfth Pope of
Alexandria. The angel of the Lord
appeared to St. Julian, the
Eleventh  Pope, before his
departure and said: 'You are
going to the Lord Christ, the one
who will bring you tomorrow a
cluster of grapes, is the one fit to
be a Patriarch after you.' On the
morrow, this saint came with a
cluster of grapes, Abba Julian
held him and told the people:
‘This is your Patriarch after me,’
and told them what the angel told
him. After the departure of Abba
Julian they took him and
ordained him Patriarch on the 9th
of Baramhat (March 4th, 188 A.D.)
and he was married. Since no
married Patriarch ever before this
father been enthroned over the
See of Alexandria, satan entered
the hearts of the laity and made
them talk and grumble against
the Patriarch and the one who
recommended him. The angel of
God appeared to St. Demetrius
and told him about that and
ordered him to remove the doubt
from their hearts by revealing to
them his relation with his wife.
When St. Demetrius refused, the
angel told him: ‘It is not meet that
you save yourself alone and let
others be perished because of
you. But because you are a
shepherd you should fight to
save your people also’.

On the next day, after he had
finished celebrating the Divine
Liturgy, he asked the people not
to leave the church. He brought
flamed charcoal, and brought his
wife from the place of the women
and the congregation wondered
at his action, not knowing what
he was going to do. He prayed
and walked on the blazing fire, he
took a piece of the blazing fire
and put it in his shawl, then he
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for a long time and both shawls
did not burn. The congregation
marveled and asked him to tell
them why he did that. He told
them of his strife with his wife,
and how his father and her father
married them against their will,
and they have lived together as a
brother and sister since they
were married forty-eight years
ago, the angel of the Lord each
night covered them with his
wings, and no one knew that
before that time until the angel of
the Lord ordered him to reveal
his secret. The congregation
marveled for what they had seen
and heard, they praised and
glorified God asking the Saint to
pardon them for what they had
done or said and to forgive them.
He accepted their apology,
forgave them, blessed them, and
sent them to their homes
glorifying the Father, and the
Son, and the Holy Spirit talking
about what they saw of wonders
from this Saint.

May His prayers be with us and
Glory be to our God forever.
Amen.
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Divine Liturgy Gospel

Stand in the fear of God and
listen to the Holy Gospel. A
reading from the Gospel
according to our teacher Saint
Matthew the Evangelist. May His
Blessings be with us all. From the
Psalms of our teacher David the
prophet. May his blessings be
with us all.

Psalms 26:8-10
When You said, "Seek My face,"”
My heart said to You, "Your face,
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Your servant away in anger; You
have been my help; Do not leave
me nor forsake me, O God of my
salvation. When my father and
my mother forsake me, Then the
LORD will take care of me.
Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord. Our Lord God,
Savior, and King of us all, Jesus
Christ, the Living Son of God to
whom be glory forever. Amen.

Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led up by the
Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. And when
He had fasted forty days and
forty nights, afterward He was
hungry. Now when the tempter
came to Him, he said, "If You are
the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.” But
He answered and said, "It is
written, Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds from the mouth of
God." Then the devil took Him up
into the holy city, set Him on the
pinnacle of the temple, and said
to Him, "If You are the Son of
God, throw Yourself down. For it
is written: He shall give His
angels charge over you, and, In
their hands they shall bear you
up, Lest you dash your foot
against a stone."” Jesus said to
him, "It is written again, You shall
not tempt the LORD your God."
Again, the devil took Him up on
an exceedingly high mountain,
and showed Him all the kingdoms
of the world and their glory. And
he said to Him, "All these things |
will give You if You will fall down
and worship me." Then Jesus
said to him, "Away with you,
Satan! For it is written, You shall
worship the LORD your God, and
Him only you shall serve." Then
the devil left Him, and behold,
angels came and ministered to
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And Glory be to God forever
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