
 
COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE 

ASSEMBLY OF ARCHDIOCESE PRIESTS 
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let 

your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” 

Philippians 4:6-7 

Toronto, April 6, 2020 

 

To our beloved congregations of the Coptic Orthodox Churches in the Toronto Archdiocese: 

 

Subject: Holy Week Service (Apr 10, 2020 - Apr 19, 2020) 

 

Recognizing the spiritual significance of Holy Week to our Coptic community, considering the 

seriousness of the fast spreading COVID-19 virus, complying with the provincial guidelines, and having 

been blessed by H.G. Anba Makar, we, the priests of the Toronto Archdiocese, agreed to the following: 

 

1. to pray the following services with one priest along with other priests/deacons/sub-deacons to a 

maximum of 5 people in each service depending on the circumstances in each church and the 

logistics required to strictly apply physical distancing: 

a. Lent’s End Friday 

b. Eve of Palm Sunday 

c. Palm Sunday 

d. Morning and evening Paschal Services (Sunday evening to Thursday evening) 

e. Covenant Thursday 

f. Good Friday 

g. Apocalypse Vigil and Bright Saturday Liturgy 

h. Liturgy of the Glorious Feast of Resurrection 

2. to live-stream all the above services from each parish. Participation in certain services by other 

deacons from their homes via online conferencing apps may be accommodated as deemed fit and 

feasible by each parish’s priest(s). 

3. that ALL priests, deacons, and Offertory Bread bakers must strictly follow the necessary 

precautions in terms of distancing, hand washing, and sanitization at all times. 

 

The above arrangements are to be in effect until April 19, 2020, unless we are mandated by the authorities 

to do otherwise. We urge our beloved parishioners to follow all precautions as set by the Province and 

stay safe at home.  

 

May the Lord bless us, support us and conclude for us the Holy Paschal Week in peace; and bring forth 

upon us the joy of His Holy Resurrection for many years and peaceful times. 

 

“Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.” 

Philippians 2:4 

     


