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 Abraham: Genesis 12:1-3, 15:6, 22:1

 Peter : Acts 3:1-10, 3:11- 4:4
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 The Orthodox church believes in the balance 

between Faith and Works.

 Salvation cannot be attained by doing only 

one of them.

 Faith must lead to works and Works must 

strengthen our faith.
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 ”Now Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” (Heb 11:1)

 For orthodox Christians, justification by faith is 

dynamic, not static.
 Faith is not something Christians experience only at 

one critical moment, expecting it to cover all the 

rest of their lives.

 True faith is not a decision; it’s a way of life.
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 Sound Faith.

 Loving Faith.

 Working Faith.

 Faith that will endure for life.
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 ǲThe works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, ..., dissentions•, heresies, ...and 
the like of which I tell you before hand, just as I told 
you in time past, that those who practice such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.ǳ (Gal 5:19- 21)

 ǲA bishop must be blameless... holding fast the 
faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be 
able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict 
those who contradict.ǳ (Tit 1:7-9)

 ǲFor the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine, but according to their desires, 
because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers.ǳ (2 Tim 4:3)
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 One Faith:

 ǲOne Lord, one faith, one baptismǳ (Eph 4:5).

 Apostolic Faith:

 ǲHe who hears you hears Me, he who rejects you 
rejects Meǳ (Lk.10: 16).

 ǲIf we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
gospel to you than what we (the apostles) have 

preached to you, let him be accursed.ǳ (Gal 1:8-9)

 Biblical Faith:

 Believe in the Word of God.
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 ǲNow abides faith, hope, love, these three; 
but the greatest is loveǳ (1 Cor 13:13)

 ǲThough I have all faith, that I could remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am nothingǳ 
(1 Cor 13:2)

 ǲGod is not unjust to forget your work and 

labor of love.ǳ (Heb 6:10)
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 ǲBy works faith was made perfect.ǳ (Jam 

2:22)

 ǲShow me your faith without your works, and 
I will show you my faith by my works.ǳ (Jam 

2:24)
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 ǲHe who endures to the end will be saved.ǳ 
(Mt 14:13)

 ǲBe faithful until death, and I will give you 

the crown of life.ǳ (Rev 2:10)
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 Sound Faith.

 Loving Faith.

 Working Faith.

 Faith that will endure for life.
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 Evil Works: the works of ǲthe fleshǳ ȋGal 5:19Ȍ
 Dead Works:

 Done by believers for the wrong reasons.

 Done by unbelievers with no faith.

 The works of the law (of Moses):
▪ ǲA man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in 

Jesus Christ... we might be justified by faith in Christ and not 
by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh 
shall be justified.ǳ (Gal 2:16)

 Good Works:
 ǲLet your light so shine before men, that they may see 

your good works and glorify your Father in heavenǳ 
(Mt 5:16)

12



 ǲFor if Abraham was justified 
by works, he has something of 
which to boast, but not before 
God. For what does Scripture 
say? Abraham believed God 
and it was accounted to him 
for righteousnessǳ (Rom 4:2,3)

 VS

 ǲWas not our father Abraham 
justified by works when he 
offered Isaac his son on the 
alter? Do you see that faith 
was working together with his 
works, and by works faith was 
made perfect? And the 
Scripture was fulfilled which 
says, ǮAbraham believed God, 
and it was accounted to him 
righteousnessǯ. And he was 
called the friend of God. You 
see then that a man is justified 
by works and not by faith onlyǳ 
(Jam 2:21-24)
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 Faith is the first Step to salvation.

 Simeon the elder: 

 ǲLord, now you are letting Your servant depart in 
peace, according to Your word, for my eyes have seen 

Your salvationǳ (Lk 2:29-30).

 St. Paul and St. Silas:

 ǲBelieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, you and your householdǳ (Acts 16:31)

 Jesus and Zacchaeus:

 ǲToday salvation has come to this houseǳ (Lk 19:9). 
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 ǲFor as the body without the spirit is dead, so 
also faith without works is dead alsoǳ (Jam 

2:26)

 ǲDo you not know O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead?ǳ (Jam 2:20)

 ǲYou see that a man is justified by works and 
not by faith only.ǳ (Jam 2:24)
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The Balance between Faith and Works.
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