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Authenticity of the 
Bible

SMSJ Servant’s prep meeting
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3 Important Questions?

Q1: Do you think the Bible we have today 

is the same Bible that was first written?

Q2: Do you think what was written in 
the Bible is TRUE/Historically 
Accurate?

Q3: Is the Bible the Word of God?
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Q1: Is our copy of the Bible a reliable 
copy of the original?

Physical evidence (archeology):

Manuscript: Hand-written copy.

Timeline (C14)/Number of manuscripts.

Personal Testimony: Early Christian 
writings.
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Old Testament

Masoretic Text: 6th-9th Century C.E.

Septuagint (LXX): 200 - 100 B.C.E.

Dead Sea Scrolls: 150 B.C.E. - 70 C.E.

800-1000 yrs difference.

95% identical texts (Minor discrepancies)
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What are the 

Dead Sea Scrolls?
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Wall Street Journal, June 1st, 1954
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New Testament

Tens of thousands of manuscripts (24,633)

25-50 years from the time it was written.

found in Egypt, Palestine, Syria, Turkey, 
Greece and Italy.

John Rylands manuscripts (125 C.E.)

Chester Beatty biblical papyri (200-250 
C.E.): Gospels, Acts, Paul’s epistles and 
Revelations.



8

New Testament (2)

Author Written Earliest Copy Time Span # Mss.

Caesar 100-44 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,000 yrs 10

Plato 427-347 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,200 yrs 7

Thucydides 460-400 B.C. 900 A.D. 1,300 yrs 8

Tacitus 100 A.D. 1100 A.D. 1,000 yrs 20

Suetonius 75-160 A.D. 950 A.D. 800 yrs 8

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643

New Testament 40-100 A.D. 125 A.D. 25-50 yrs 24,000
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Personal Testimony

Thousands (about 80,000) early church 

fathers writings citing Bible verses and 

passages.

The Epistle of St. Clement to the 
Corinthians (dated 95 C.E.)

The letters of Ignatius (dated 115 C.E.)

“ The entire New Testament can be put 
together just from the early christian 
writings”
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How could there be such accuracy 
over a period of 1,400 years of 

copying?
The Scribes that did the copying had 

meticulous methods for checking and 

rechecking their copies for errors. (Man’s 
contribution)

The Holy Spirit made sure we would have an 
accurate copy of God’s Word. (God 
protection)

Remember Simeon?

Conclusion: What we have today is what 
was written down.
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Simeon

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, 
and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel,” which is translated, 
“God with us”. (Matt 1: 23)

Simeon sees God’s salvation: Luke 2:25 -
33.
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Q2: Do you think what was written in the Bible 

is TRUE/Historically Accurate?

Historical accuracy of a document can be 

proved by:

Other sources of historical events.

Archeological findings of places, 
events.
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3 examples of historical 
accuracy

Census Order (Luke 2: 1-3). 

Pontius Pilate (Acts 4: 27 - 29; Lk 23: 1-
25).

The Pools of Bethesda (John 5:2-3).
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Census Order

“And it came to pass in those 

days that a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all 

the world should be 
registered. This census first 
took place while Quirinius 
[Cyrenius] was governing 
Syria. So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his 

own city.” (Lk 2: 1 -3)
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Who is Pontius Pilate?
“Then the whole multitude of 
them arose and led Him to 
Pilate.” (Lk 23:1)

“For truly against Your Holy 
Servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed, both Herod and 
Pontius Pilate,...,were gathered 
together...” (Acts 4:27)

1961 discovery: Inscription by 
Pontius Pilate dated 25-30 
B.C.E.

It reads
Line 1: TIBERIEUM, Line 2: 
(PON)TIUS, Line 3: Line 
Three: (PRAEF) ECTUS IUDA 
(EAE)     =  “ Pontius Pilate 
Perfect of Judea”

file://localhost/Users/ihablouis/Spiritual%20Topics%20&%20Presentations/Bible%20Study/Intro%20and%20others_Bible%20Study/Authenticity-History%20of%20the%20Bible/Inscription%20By%20Pontius%20Pilate.pages
file://localhost/Users/ihablouis/Spiritual%20Topics%20&%20Presentations/Bible%20Study/Intro%20and%20others_Bible%20Study/Authenticity-History%20of%20the%20Bible/Inscription%20By%20Pontius%20Pilate.pages
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The Pools of Bethesda
“ Now there is in 
Jerusalem by the Sheep 
Gate a pool, which is 
called in Hebrew, 
Bethesda, having five 
porches. In these lay a 
great multitude of sick 
people, blind, lame, 
paralyzed, waiting for the 
moving of the water.”
(John 5:2-4) 

Eusebius description 
(262- 339 C.E) 

Excavations in 1956: (350 
x 200 x 25 Feet)
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Q3: Is the Bible the Word of God?

​(1) The predictive prophecies in the Bible 
were 100% accurate.

85 Messianic prophecies: Place of birth (Micah 

5:2); Date of Birth (Daniel 9:25); Manner of birth (Isaiah 7:14); Manner 
of death (Zechariah 12:10; Psalm 22:16 prophesied before the 
invention of crucifixion); Darkness of the land (Amos 8:9); Burial 
(Isaiah 53:9). 

Prophecies about destruction of cities: 
Jerusalem (Matthew 24: 4-35); Tyre (Ezekiel 26:3-14).



18

Q3: Is the Bible the Word of God?

(2) Self -Testimonial:

“Heaven and Earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away” (Matt 
24:35)

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God” (1Tim 3:16)

For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man:but holy men spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 
Peter 1:21)
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May God Bless our 
Service!
Amen



HOMEWORK

• Mention the most recent evidence that 
proves the authenticity of the old 
testament AND how does it prove it.

• What was the 2 main factors that 
contributed to the accurate transmission 
of the Bible until today. Discuss one 
example.
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